
Three Days with John the Baptist 

Have you heard the story of the planning session held in hell? The devil was 

looking for the best way to keep the world from believing in Jesus. So he had all his 

demons present their plans. The first one suggested, “Let’s lie to them and tell them 

there is no God. Everything evolved by chance over billions of years of time.” “Good 

idea,” Satan said, “but we need something better than that. For all they have to do is 

look at creation to know there’s a Designer behind it.” So a powerful-looking demon 

offered a second plan, “Let’s bombard them with temptation filling their minds with 

the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boastful pride of life.” “We’ll do that 

too,” the devil said. “But we’ll never capture them all that way. Some will eventually 

grow tired of their sin, call upon the name of the Lord, and be saved.” That’s when a 

quiet little demon spoke up. “Sir,” he said, “I have an idea. Let’s tell them the truth. 

There is a Creator who loves them and gave His only Son to die for their sins and all 

they have to do to receive eternal life is believe in Him. But then we add, ‘You don’t 

have to do it today. You can decide tomorrow. You have all the time in the world.” 

That’s been his #1 strategy ever since. In fact, there’s even a scientific term 

for it. It’s called uniformitarianism—the idea that everything is continuing just as it 

has from the beginning. 2 Peter 3 puts it like this: “Above all understand that in the 

last days scoffers will come scoffing, following their own evil desires, and saying, 

‘Where is this “coming” He promised? For ever since our ancestors died, everything 

goes on as it has since the beginning of creation. But this they deliberately forget—

that long ago by God’s word the world was destroyed by water. And by the same 

word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the judgment 

and destruction of ungodly men.” The truth is things don’t go on just the way they 

always have. Don’t forget that there was once a Flood, the Tower of Babel, and the 

most gracious event of all—the birth of Jesus Christ. Think how few people were 

even aware of it at the time—a handful of shepherds and a few wise men! But that 

and His death and resurrection are what have changed us and our world forever! 

So it is with the 3 days we’re studying tonight. I call them “3 Days that 

Changed the World.” For here in John 1:19, we come to the ministry of John the 

Baptist which, even though few people realize it, was a spiritual event that changed 

the world forever. In 3 days’ time, John announced the coming of Jesus, introduced 

Him to His first disciples, and thereby sparked a disciple-making movement that set 

the world on fire in the first century and continues on to this very day, two millennia 

later. Open your Bible to John 1:19 where we witness 3 world-changing days in the 

ministry of John the Baptist, each one involving a different audience and different 

challenge which ought to impact us and our friends in 3 different ways as well. 



The Challenge to the Religious on Day 1—Turn to Him!  

That again, I’d remind you, is the reason John wrote his Gospel. As he 

explains in John 20:31, “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” There 

was one purpose and one purpose only why John wrote this and every other verse 

in this book—to convince you to believe in Jesus because it’s only by believing the 

right things about Jesus that you receive the eternal life He offers. So like a great 

defense attorney, John argues his case calling witness after witness to testify to the 

Deity of Christ. But the first and greatest witness is John the Baptist. 

So let’s begin there with verse 19 where John the Apostle says of John the 

Baptist, “And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny, but 

confessed, ‘I am not the Christ.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ 

He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ And he answered, ‘No.’ So they said to 

him, ‘Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.’” 

This was a time of great expectation in Israel. People were certain that the 

long-awaited Messiah was about to appear. So when John suddenly appeared in the 

wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, Mark 1:5 

says, “All the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and being 

baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.” The popularity of John 

can’t be overstated. He was the spiritual superstar of his day! It had been 400 years 

since a prophet had arisen in Israel. But now God was speaking to His people again, 

and it was only natural for them to be drawn to him and for the religious authorities 

to check him out. After all, that was their job—to protect their people from the false 

messiahs who were arising and leading them astray. So verse 19, “The Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Are you the Christ?’” 

Don’t take that wrong. When John uses the word “Jew,” it isn’t a racist 

remark. After all, John himself is a Jew. What he’s referring to when he uses the 

word, and he does so over 70 times in this book, are the religious authorities from 

Judea who hated Jesus. In fact, that’s the best way of translating the word (Judeans 

instead of Jews) for that’s who John is describing—representatives of the religious 

establishment in Jerusalem who were ruthless in their efforts to protect the people 

from false teachers, so ruthless that they killed their true Messiah. That leads me to 

say, while I’m on the subject of religion, be very careful that you aren’t more loyal 

to a religious organization than you are to Jesus, for even though their purpose may 



have been good in the beginning, the tendency of every organization over time is 

self-preservation above everything else. That was true of these authorities. What 

they cared about more than anything else was keeping intact their precious 

religious system and crucifying the Prince of Glory in the process.  

So they asked him, “Are you the Christ?” To which John gives them a very 

strong denial in the Greek language: “No, I am not!” “Then are you Elijah?” They 

ask him because according to Malachi 4:5, God said Elijah would return before the 

great and dreadful day of the Lord. And they were right! Elijah will return, but that 

is before the second coming of Christ, not His first coming. Instead, what the angel 

of God said about John at his birth is that he would go before the Lord “in the spirit 

and power of Elijah.” But he wouldn’t be a reincarnated Elijah. But still they press 

him, “Are you the Prophet, then?” referring to the great prophet Moses said would 

arise among God’s people one day. But John denies that as well.  

Then who are you, John? Don’t you love his humility! Notice he doesn’t 

even refer to himself as a person. He says, “I’m just a voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.” In fact 

he says in verse 27 that compared to Jesus, the One who comes after him, he isn’t 

even worthy to untie His sandal straps! In other words, “I’m not even qualified to 

be His servant!” Isn’t that wonderful humility! That’s especially humble when you 

remember who he was—the son of Zacharias the priest, which means he too was a 

Kohen or priest. His birth was also announced by an angel and miraculous in that 

his mother was past the age of childbearing when she had him. Furthermore, Luke 

says he was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb and that instead of 

being raised in the same religious system as the other priests, he lived a life of total 

separation and self-denial, growing up in the wilderness of Judea where he wore a 

coat of camel’s hair and fed on locusts and wild honey. The priests who questioned 

him knew this, so they were suspicious, “If you’re from God, then why aren’t you 

a part of our club? After all, everyone knows that we’re the real men of God!” 

John couldn’t have cared less. He had nothing to gain and nothing to prove. 

Fame, fans, fortune, a following—he wasn’t after any of those things. There was 

only one thing he cared about—making Jesus known to the world. So when asked 

about himself, he immediately shifts the focus to Jesus just as we’re to do. We’re 

to be witnesses of Jesus and make everything about him, not about us. Am I right? 

But does anyone really do that? John did, and here’s how. Verse 25: “They asked 

him, ‘Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 

Prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water, but among you stands one 

you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 

worthy to untie.’” Notice he doesn’t bother answering their question. Instead, he 



shifts the focus away from himself to Jesus. In fact, it’s amazing if you think about 

it! John is the first prophet to appear in Israel in over 400 years, and no one doubts 

it. But he wins them over without fighting one battle, performing one miracle, or 

making any prophetic statements except one: He is here! Christ has come!” Do you 

see that in verse 26? “I baptize with water but among you stands One you do not 

know.” In other words, “He’s here! Christ has come! But you need to look for Him 

and turn to Him! That’s why I baptize in water: to turn your hearts to Christ!” 

It was only natural for the Jews to ask John about baptism because baptism 

was normally something only Gentiles did when they were converting to Judaism. 

They immersed themselves in water as a sign that they were turning from their sin 

to the One True God. But here it is Jews, not Gentiles, John is baptizing, saying in 

effect, “Your Jewishness won’t help one iota when you stand before God. The only 

thing that will matter then is if you’ve pursued righteousness without which no one 

will see the Lord. So they not only came to hear him preach, but to be baptized as a 

sign that they were turning from their sins to Christ. That was John’s challenge to 

the religious on day 1. Repent of your religion and put your faith in Jesus Christ. 

The Challenge to the Repentant on Day 2—Worship Him! 

John the Baptist’s testimony continues in verse 29. It says, “The next day he 

saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world! This is He on behalf of whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a 

higher rank than I, for He existed before me.” I did not recognize Him, but so that He 

might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.’” 

“John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of 

heaven, and He remained upon Him. I did not recognize Him but He who sent me 

to baptize in water said to me, “He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and 

remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.” I myself 

have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.’” Notice several things 

with me. First, notice John’s authority to baptize. The first day when asked about 

it, he doesn’t even bother to answer the question, because there was only One 

Person he was living to please, and that was the One who sent him to baptize as the 

God-inspired way of preparing a people who were ready to receive their Messiah. 

He explains, “I came baptizing in water, so that He might be manifested to Israel.” 

Furthermore, he says, that’s how God revealed to me who the Messiah was 

because before that, he didn’t know that Jesus was the Messiah. 

That’s odd, you say. I thought their mothers, Elizabeth and Mary, were 

cousins. Why wouldn’t they have told their boys about each other? I’m sure they did. 

But remember John and Jesus grew up in different places. John grew up in southern 



Israel in the wilderness of Judea, whereas Jesus was raised in the northern part of 

Israel called Galilee, in a little town called Nazareth. So the chances that they played 

together as children are virtually zero. That doesn’t mean they didn’t know who each 

other was. The word “know” in this passage means “to recognize.” John may have 

known who Jesus was when He came to be baptized, but he hadn’t yet recognized at 

that point that He was the Messiah. But wouldn’t his mother Elizabeth have told him 

about the virgin birth of Jesus in the little town of Bethlehem as the prophets said? I 

am sure she did. But it’s been 18 years since anyone has heard from Jesus. At age 12 

He traveled down to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover with His family amazing the 

scholars with His understanding of Scripture. But since then, He’s been living in total 

obscurity, working in the carpentry shop and providing for His family after Joseph his 

stepfather died. But since then no one has heard a word from Him. 

So God gave John a sign. He says, “I myself did not know him, but He who 

sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 

and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’” Two things to get straight 

here: first, the Spirit is not a dove. I have no problem with people wearing the sign 

of a dove. I think that’s a beautiful symbol of God’s grace. But that isn’t what John 

saw. John didn’t see a dove descending on Jesus, because the Spirit doesn’t look like 

a dove. I think what he saw was the Shekinah glory we talked about two weeks ago 

in John 1:14, “And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” John isn’t describing what the Spirit looked like in 

this verse. He’s describing the manner in which He came to rest on Jesus. He came 

to rest on Him in the graceful way a bird might land on someone’s shoulder. 

Even more important is the second thing he says: “I saw the Spirit descend 

like a dove, and it remained on Him.” This was not a temporary empowerment. It 

was a return of the eternal glory He enjoyed with the Father from eternity past. For 

“in Him,” Colossians 2:9 says, “all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” 

But his most important statements are in verses 29 and 34 where he gives 

two titles to Jesus. John didn’t care for titles when it came to his own ministry. But 

when it came to Jesus, it was imperative that he get it right, for this wasn’t a mere 

man he was introducing. “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.” That’s a term the people would have immediately understood, for they’d 

all raised lambs. They also knew the story of Abraham who was about to offer his 

son Isaac on the altar when Jehovah-Jireh (meaning “God will provide”) stayed his 

hand and opened his eyes to a ram in the thicket, which he sacrificed in place of his 

son. They also knew about Passover and how the angel of death passed over their 

homes in Egypt when he saw the blood of the lamb on their doorposts. But to call 

Messiah a lamb was shocking. A great king or priest or mighty prophet! Certainly! 



But a lamb! That’s disgusting! A lamb was a stupid and helpless creature offered 

once a year in the Temple. And that was enough. We don’t need another lamb! But 

what they failed to realize is that the blood of the lamb they offered never removed 

their sin. It merely covered it for a while until the Lamb of God appeared and took 

away their sin forever. For they were a self-righteous people who failed to realize 

how sinful they were. After all, we’re so much holier than all these pagans living 

around us. Why do we need a lamb or savior? What we want is a king! 

But the greatest thing he says is in verse 34. John says, “He who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, 

this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness 

that this is the Son of God.” How did John know He was the Son of God? He heard 

the Father say it at Jesus’ baptism some 40 days before! How many others heard it or 

understood its significance, we don’t know. For there were thousands coming to John 

to be baptized! But John remembers it. How could he not! Heaven opens, the Spirit 

comes to rest upon Him like a dove, and the Father speaks from Heaven saying, ‘This 

is My Beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased.” Then He disappears! Where did He 

go? Matthew, Mark, and Luke say He was led into the desert by the Spirit where he 

was tested by the devil 40 days. Since then He’s eaten, been ministered to by angels, 

and is returning in the power of the Spirit, ready to begin his ministry, when John 

happens to catch sight of Him walking towards him and announces to everyone 

within earshot: “This is the Son of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

That phrase meant far more in the Jewish mind than it does to us Western 

thinkers 20 centuries later. In fact, to take our idea of “son-ship” and read it back 

into what John says here is both intellectually dishonest and spiritually dangerous. 

The hottest places in hell are reserved for people who twist the Scriptures like that. 

In the Hebrew mind, a son shared the same nature as his father, so when John calls 

Jesus the Son of God, he isn’t saying that Jesus is the greatest creature God made. 

He’s saying that Jesus shares the same essence as the Father and is therefore equal 

with the Father. We’ll see that more clearly in John 5:18 where John says, “For this 

reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, for not only was He breaking 

the Sabbath, He was also calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with 

God.” That’s John’s point throughout his ministry. He came to prepare the way of 

whom? Isaiah 40:3, “I’m the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way 

of the LORD.” Matthew 3:3, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Mark 1:3, “Prepare the 

way of the Lord.” Luke 3:4, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” There was never a doubt 

in John’s mind as to who he was sent to introduce. He was preparing the way of the 

Lord Himself. His call to the religious on Day 1 was: Turn to Him! His call to the 

repentant on Day 2 was: Worship Him, for He is the Lamb and Son of God. 



The Challenge to the Righteous on Day 3—Follow Him! 

In every generation, God sets apart a righteous remnant for Himself who are 

faithful to Him not because of their good intentions, but because of His grace at work 

in their hearts. And rarely are they obvious choices. Case in point: The first disciples 

of Jesus who had nothing to recommend them except they were first John’s disciples. 

Next week we’ll get to know them by name. But tonight I want to take a moment to 

meet two of them before we finish. Now remember these were John’s disciples—the 

very best men he had—and he knows the moment he introduces them to Jesus, he’s 

going to lose them to Him. But that doesn’t stop him for a minute, for again, he has 

not ambitions to develop a following. His mission is to point people to Jesus. 

Verse 35, “The next day John was again standing with two of his disciples, 

and he looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The 

two disciples heard him say this and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them 

following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to Him, ‘Rabbi’ 

(which means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ 

So they came and saw where He was staying, and they stayed with Him that day, for 

it was about the tenth hour.” The tenth hour means it was 4 o’clock in the afternoon 

and too dark to walk home on that winter’s day. So what do they do? They spent the 

night with Jesus talking and asking questions. After all, wouldn’t you? If you had a 

chance to spend a night with Jesus, would you miss out on a moment of it? There 

are also many other wonderful things we’re going to look at next week. Notice, for 

example, that they call him “Rabbi,” a term of great respect in that culture, saying to 

Him in effect: “We’re ready to follow you now instead of John.” Verse 40 also tells 

us who the first disciple was to make that decision. It was Andrew, and what did he 

do as soon as he got home? He found his brother Peter and brought him to Jesus too. 

By the way, we can also read between the lines here and tell who the second disciple 

was to meet Jesus. It was John, the writer of this Gospel, for not only does he have a 

habit of remaining anonymous; he gives away his identity by telling the exact day 

and hour when he met Jesus. That’s something he could never forget. 

But the most important thought to leave with you is this: John’s testimony 

worked. Because he made his ministry all about Jesus and not about himself, our 

Lord was welcomed with great fanfare by the people of Israel. It didn’t last long, 

for the heart of man is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. But the 

truth captured the most important hearts of all, Andrew and John, who immediately 

found their brothers, Peter and James, told their fishing buddies, Philip, Nathanael, 

and Thomas, and because of that chain reaction of disciple-making set into motion 

by John the Baptizer, you and I believe today and are well on our way towards the 

kingdom of God. So let’s not stop. Let’s keep the momentum going. Amen! 


