
 

  

  

Jon & Jen’s Journey—April 4, 2014 
Learning a new language can be quite funny at times.  For instance, everything in PNG has an ass… ass of a boat, ass of a 

tree, and of course an ass of a person.  Even days have an ass!  Where we would use the words behind, bottom of, before, 

or beginning, they use ass.  For instance “Yesterday” in tok pidgin is “asde” (pronounced assday).  A recent nickname I 

have acquired amongst the Savlon tribe is “asples man” (ass-place man)…  And while it is quite funny to laugh about in 

our English language, the meaning is slightly different than it sounds.  See your asples is like where you are from, who you 

are, or part of your identity.  So to have white skin and be considered an asples man of PNG and part of the Savlon 

family… well, it is actually quite honorable indeed!   

 

Time seems to pass so fast here in PNG.  Everyday is busy and brings some new 

adventure in language and culture acquisition.  And as you can see from this picture 

some days it can be quite exhausting!  Jen is becoming quite skilled in cooking over a 

fire and is loved by all the local women.  The Savlon women are outgoing, loud, and 

boisterous… so as you can imagine Jen fits right in!  The other day she went to work in 

the garden of one of her Savlon friends (by the way their gardens put any state-side 

gardens to shame).   She came home exhausted from cutting grass bent over with a 

machete in the blistering sun (mowing grass savlon style)! 

 

Lately the Lord has challenged Jen and I in two areas.  The 1st is how am I living my 

life each day to the glory of God.  To be honest I often find myself living more for 

myself seeking the approval of man rather than living to glorify God.  The other is 

how is my life, my actions, my speech etc. persuading others to believe the Gospel of 

Christ... or is it? 

 

We had our first language evaluations last month and they went great.  We are 

right where we should be and progressing quickly.  We know our experiences 

here, the relationships we have built, and our ability to acquire tok pidgin is 

due in part to your faithful prayers, thank you!    

Please pray with us! 

 We are finding God's grace sufficient for each day.  We are thankful for 

the body of Christ He has built around us to pray for and support us! 

 The kids are doing well and we are thankful for our good health!  

 Choosing what people group to go to when we finish up here is proving to be a difficult decision!  This is 

currently our what we are praying about fervently.  Please be praying with us 

  

  

 
 

 

  

“For Christ's love compels us, 

because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all 

died.  And He died for all, that 

those who live should no longer live 

for themselves but for Him who 

died for them and was raised 

again.” II Corinthians 5:14-15 

 


