
You Believe that God Became a Man! 
 

Did you know that we Christians believe some incredible 

things? The most incredible is this: We believe that God became a 

man. First, of course, you have to believe that there is a God who 

created everything—you, me, the universe—out of nothing. That’s 

something that took me years to believe. But we Christians go way 

beyond that and say something even more unusual. We say that God 

became a man in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Why would we believe such a thing? One reason is because 

that’s what the OT prophets predicted hundreds of years before 

Jesus was born—that a virgin would conceive and give birth to a 

Son (If God became a man, we’d expect Him to have an unusual 

entrance into life, wouldn’t we?), that it would happen in the little 

town of Bethlehem, and that we would call His name Emmanuel, 

which translated means, “God with us!” Many of you are familiar 

with that and some of the other prophecies regarding His Birth. 

 

But did you know that according to scholars of the Bible, 

Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies at His first coming, many of 

which He had no control over—like when and where He’d be born. 

And what are the odds of all these things coming true in the life of 

just one person? The odds were astronomical! 

 

But you say, “Why would God become man?” The answer is: 

Because you and I were in trouble, and we needed Him to save us. 

Think back to the verse we heard earlier, when the angel said to the 

shepherds who were watching over their flocks by night, “Fear not: 

for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people. For to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior 



which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign to you; you shall 

find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” But 

have you ever asked yourself how that was a sign to them? 

This was something Micah prophesied 700 years before Jesus 

was born, saying that the first place the good news would be revealed 

was at the tower of the flock just outside of Bethlehem. What was 

the tower of the flock? It was a two-story tower in the pasture lands 

just outside of Bethlehem from which the shepherds kept watch over 

their flocks by night. In fact, its remains are still there today, and you 

know what we’ve learned about it? Turns out the shepherds to whom 

the angels appeared were actually shepherd-priests who served in the 

Temple in Jerusalem, which is just 6 miles from Bethlehem. And 

though they were poor, all the pastures lands from Bethlehem to 

Jerusalem belonged to them, which is where (Get this!), which is 

where they raised the lambs for sacrifice in the Temple. 

 

And while some of them kept watch over their flocks from the 

top of the tower, you know what the other shepherd-priests were 

doing in the bottom of the tower? They were helping the pregnant 

ewes give birth to their lambs so they wouldn’t be blemished in the 

process! Because in order to be fit for sacrifice, they had to be 

perfect! And one of the ways the protected them was by wrapping 

them in strips of cloth made from priestly undergarments and laying 

them in a manger, so they weren’t trampled on by the other sheep. 

 

Are you making the connection? That’s what was in the 

shepherds’ minds as they ran to Bethlehem to see what the angel 

had told them, which means the moment they saw the Lord Jesus 

lying in the manger, wrapped in priestly undergarments, they knew 

exactly who He was. They said to each other, “This is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world! 



 

You say, “Where did Mary get the priestly undergarments?” 

My guess is from her cousin Elizabeth, who was married to a priest 

named Zacharias who knew that Mary was about to give birth to the 

Messiah. What a sign both to them and to us! The truth is God often 

seems to be silent. Yet that’s when He does His biggest miracles, 

working quietly behind the scenes, which means if we aren’t paying 

attention, we could miss them. And I don’t want to do that tonight. 

I’ve been a pastor long enough to know that God may be working in 

the quietness of someone’s heart this very moment. 

 

You now realize what God was doing that silent and holy 

night. He was sending us a Savior in the Person of His Son, who 

shared His Divine essence forever, but then one day He stepped out 

of heaven, was born of a virgin, grew to be a man, lived a perfect 

life, died on a cross for our sins, and came back to life 3 days later 

proving His Lordship and that His work of salvation was accepted. 

He was then exalted to the throne of heaven from which He’s about 

to return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. You believe this, but 

no one has told you how to know Christ in a personal way. So let 

me invite you to do that tonight. Because that’s how peace on earth 

begins—by inviting Christ to come into your life, forgive your sins, 

and give you the power of a new life. The Bible says, “For God so 

loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” All you 

need is simple childlike faith in Jesus, a sincere desire to know Him, 

and a willingness to let Him be in charge from now on. 


