
Secrets of the Feasts: Tabernacles 
 

Think back to your happiest memory from childhood. Some of us have many to 

choose from. Others have only a few. For some, it is an exceptionally happy Christmas 

or birthday celebration you enjoyed as a child. For others it is a vacation you took with 

your family or playing with one of your childhood friends. But we can all look back to 

at least one or two happy memories because God has been good to all of us. 

 

For me, it was the last day of school as a 10-year old because that meant two 

absolutely wonderful things I had been waiting for so long: 1) Freedom from school 

and schoolwork for the next three months, which seems like an almost infinite amount 

of time to someone who has only lived 10 years and remembers only six of them. 2) It 

meant sleeping in the tent out in our backyard with my cousin where we would stay up 

late at night telling each other scary stories and stupid 10-year old jokes. For a 10-year 

old boy, it couldn’t get any better than that. I felt so happy and free! 

 

That brings me to our topic for today, because the topic we’re about to study is 

the happiest in all of Scripture, one to which I want us to bring all of our childlike faith 

and hopes. What we’ve been studying the last several weeks are the feasts of Israel—

four in the spring and three in the fall. The four in the spring picture what Jesus did for 

us at His first coming by His death, burial, resurrection, and gift of the Holy Spirit. We 

also learned that between the four feasts in the spring and the three in the fall, there is a 

long dry spell in the summer picturing the last two thousand years during which God 

has temporarily set aside the nation of Israel and is preparing a beautiful Gentile Bride 

for His Son, One made up of vast multitude of people from every tribe, tongue, and 

nation under heaven who love Jesus Christ and have trusted Him as their Savior. 

 

But that leaves three feasts in the fall, each one picturing something about the 

Return of Christ and what He’s about to do for us in the future. The Feast of Trumpets 

is a picture of His return and rapture of the church, whereas The Day of Atonement, 

which we studied last week, is a harbinger of the coming Day of Judgment. But the 

feast we’re studying today is all joy with no sorrow added to it, because what this final 

feast pictures is the Kingdom of God, something we’ve prayed for all our Christian 

lives—“Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

What is striking about it is how simply it’s celebrated. For just as my cousin and 

I celebrated our freedom from school by moving out of the house and into a tent, that’s 

how the people of Israel celebrate this feast and the Kingdom of God to come. As we 

study it, there are three points I want us to keep in mind—the first is God’s goodness, 

the second is the life of Christ, and the third is the glory of God’s kingdom to come.  

 



But, first, listen to how it is described in Leviticus 23:33-36—Then the Lord 

spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘The fifteenth day of 

this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the Lord. On the 

first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work on it. For 

seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day you 

shall have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

It is a sacred assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.’” 

 

1. The Goodness of God 
 

The word for the feast in Hebrew is Sukkot meaning “Tabernacles” or “Booths,” 

and like most of the feasts before it, it takes place during one of the harvests in Israel—

this time the fruit harvest in the fall. So it’s a very happy time. After all, who doesn’t 

like fresh fruit straight from the tree or vine! That’s how God intended it. He intended 

it to be a time of great joy. In fact, twice in Deuteronomy He commands His people to 

celebrate it with great joy. He says, “For the Lord your God will bless you in all your 

harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete.” By the way, 

did you know that the first Thanksgiving American in 1621 was actually a celebration 

of the Feast of Tabernacles? The pilgrims took the Old Testament very seriously and 

used this feast as the model for their Thanksgiving celebrations to God. 

 

But it isn’t just a time of enjoying the harvest. This feast also has a very 

important spiritual purpose. That’s why all the men of Israel were required to travel 

down to Jerusalem every year to celebrate it before the Lord in the Temple. Sukkot is 

God’s reminder of how faithful He was to their forefathers for forty years while they 

lived in tents in the desert and that the same God who cared for their ancestors then is 

the God who continues to love them and provide for them today. 

 

So, for seven days every fall, the people of Israel celebrate this great event by 

moving out of the comfort of their homes and living in booths or tabernacles. Leviticus 

23:40 gives the instructions for how they’re to celebrate it. It says, “And you shall take 

for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the 

boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord 

your God for seven days… You shall dwell in booths for seven days… that your 

generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I 

brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

 

The rabbis have added several other traditions over the years. For example, the 

roof of the sukkah (that’s the singular of “sukkot”) must be strong enough to withstand 

a normal wind; its roof is to be made of branches and foliage, providing shade by day 

and a view of the stars at night, so God’s people can marvel at His majesty as our 

Creator; and it also has to be large enough for a table and chairs, so a family can eat 



under it because that’s one of the mitzvahs or commandments of the Law—to eat their 

meals in the sukkah. Some of the traditional foods they eat are stuffed cabbage rolls, 

apple-glazed barbecue chicken, and fruit turnovers. The host at the meal also invites 

imaginary guests for dinner each night. Abraham is invited the first night, Isaac the 

second night, then Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, and David the following nights. 

 

Finally, one more tradition before we move on—the waving of the lulav, which 

is a bouquet made of palm, myrtle, and willow branches bound together and waved in 

six directions (up and down, left and right, forward and backward) symbolizing the all-

encompassing presence of God. As they do this, they also hold an etrog, a large lemon-

like fruit, in their left hand while they recite this blessing: “Blessed are You, Lord our 

God, King of the Universe, for keeping us alive and bringing us to this time.” Those 

are just a few of the traditions associated with this day. Now onto something far more 

important and interesting, and that’s how this feast was fulfilled in the life of Christ. 

 

2. The Life of Christ 
 

John chapter 7 says this about it. “Jesus did not want to go about in Judea 

because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. When the Jewish 

Festival of Tabernacles was near, Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to 

Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. No one who wants to 

become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself 

to the world.” For even his own brothers did not believe in him. Therefore Jesus told 

them, “You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has 

not yet fully come.” After he had said this, he stayed in Galilee. However, after his 

brothers had left for the festival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret.”  

 

So Jesus attended the festival, just as the Law commanded, but He did so 

secretly at first so He wouldn’t be arrested before His time had come. While He was 

there, He also took part in the two great ceremonies held during the feast. The first was 

the water ceremony in which the high priest took a golden pitcher and drew water from 

the Pool of Siloam and then carried it back through the water gate to the altar where he 

poured it into a silver basin. While he did this, he would recite the words of the song 

we sang earlier: “Behold, God is my salvation. I will trust and will not be afraid, for 

the Lord is my strength and my song; He also has become my salvation.” The word for 

salvation here is Yeshua (Jesus), for that’s what the name of Jesus means. As the angel 

said to Joseph, “You shall call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their 

sins.” And though He came to the feast in secret, it was at this point, John says, on the 

last and greatest day of the feast, that Jesus made it His own. Standing to His feet, He 

cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. For whoever believes 

in Me, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water,” referring to the 

Holy Spirit that He would soon give to everyone who believes in Him. 



Then, in the evening, came the light show during which four 75-foot tall 

menorahs were lit while the Levites played music and the priests performed torch 

dances. The Talmud quotes one rabbi who was there saying: “He who has not seen the 

rejoicing at this show has never seen rejoicing in his life.” It was at this point that Jesus 

stood up again and made Himself known, promising, “I am the Light of the World; he 

who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  

 

But it’s the third fact that I find most interesting. Most of you are probably 

aware that though we celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25
th

, we really don’t 

know the exact day when Jesus was born. In fact, what most Bible scholars agree about 

is that it probably wasn’t in December because the shepherds wouldn’t have been out 

in the fields tending their sheep in the winter months. So when was Jesus born? Is there 

any way to narrow it down and get closer to the exact day? Well, it seems there is. 

 

One thing the Bible is clear about is the birth of John the Baptist who was the 

son of Zechariah the priest and Elizabeth, the cousin of Mary, which means John was 

Jesus’ cousin! Furthermore, based on 1 Chronicles 24 and other Scriptures, we know 

when John was born. You’ll remember his mother was barren. But one day while his 

father Zechariah was serving in the Temple—1 Chronicles 24 says that was 10 weeks 

after the Passover during the Jewish month of Sivan—suddenly the Angel Gabriel 

appeared to him and told him that Elizabeth would bear him a son in her old age. So, 

assuming that Zechariah returned home after his turn in the Temple, John would have 

been conceived the next week, which means, if you count forward 9 months, that John 

was born the following Passover. That’s significant because who do the Jews leave the 

door open for at the Passover meal? Elijah, believing that he will come and prepare the 

way for Messiah! But then Jesus said it was John the Baptist who came in the spirit 

and power of Elijah to prepare the way for Him! So it turns out that just as the Jews 

expected, John arrived right on time to fill the chair left vacant for him at Passover. 

 

But it also reveals when Jesus was born. Because if John was born at Passover 

and was 6 months older than Jesus, all we have to do is count ahead 6 months and what 

do we find? He was born in the month of Tishri during the Feast of Tabernacles (late 

September or early October on our calendar). Why is that significant? Because of what 

it pictures! John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God…and,” verse 14: “the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us.” The word dwelt is skene meaning “tent or tabernacle.” Some of you may have that 

in the margin of your Bible, because that’s a much more literal translation than the 

word dwelt—“The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

 

And finally, one more fascinating fact before we move on! If you count forty 

weeks backwards from the Feast of Tabernacles (forty weeks is the length of a normal 



pregnancy), do you know what you discover about the conception of Jesus? You find 

that He, the Light of the World, was conce ived on Hanukkah, the festival of lights, in 

the month of December, and born during “the show of lights” in the fall on the Feast of 

Tabernacles. But then that’s what we’ve been learning about the feasts from the very 

beginning—that the feasts aren’t about Israel; they’re about Jesus the Messiah of Israel 

and the world, picturing who He is and what He’s done or will do for us His people. 

 

So let me ask you before I continue. Are you experiencing the joy that’s pictured 

in this feast? And are there rivers of living water flowing out of your innermost being? 

Because that’s what Jesus promised us! To experience it, two things have to be true of 

you: 1) You have to know Jesus in a personal way, which you can do this very moment 

by turning from your sins and trusting in Him for forgiveness; and 2) You have to obey 

Him! John 14:22 puts it like this: “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, ‘But Lord, why 

do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?’ Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who 

loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them 

and make our home with them.” Or to put it in the terms of this feast, He will come and 

tabernacle with you in the sukkah of your heart which, having experienced it myself, I 

can tell you there is no greater joy in life than that. David tasted it and wrote, “In Thy 

presence is fullness of joy and at that right hand are pleasures forevermore.” So don’t 

miss it! Whatever is keeping you from experiencing the joy of Christ’s presence, lay it 

aside—because it isn’t worth it—and ask Jesus to fill you with the joy of His Spirit. 

 

VIDEO CLIP 

 

3. The Kingdom of God 
 

Now for the greatest joy of all and the only real hope for this world, and that’s 

the Kingdom of God which is coming to this earth very soon. That’s what’s ultimately 

pictured in the Feast of Tabernacles. The prophet Ezekiel promises: “Then they shall 

dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and 

they shall dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s children, forever; and 

My servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover I will make a covenant of 

peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish 

them and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My 

tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people.” So, in keeping with His promise, the Kingdom of God will come to earth very 

soon with its capital in Jerusalem, Jesus the Son of David ruling from its throne, and 

the Lord Himself “tabernacle-ing” among us. What a day that’s going to be! 

 

In fact, Zechariah says at that time the whole world will begin to flock to 

Jerusalem every year to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles with the Lord in a literal 

way. By the way, did you know that’s happening even as I speak? Since 1980, Gentiles 



from all over the world have made up half the multitude that travels to Jerusalem every 

fall to celebrate this feast. That great celebration begins this Thursday, September 19
th
, 

and is the first time since Solomon’s kingdom that people from all over the world have 

come together with great joy to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in the Holy City. 

 

In fact, to underscore just how glorious this kingdom is going to be, let me 

enumerate from Scripture a few of the things that will bring us joy. Isaiah 61 says the 

earth, ravaged by the pollution of man, the wars of the antichrist, and the judgment of 

God, will be renewed, restored, and rebuilt. Isaiah says, “They shall rebuild the old 

ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the desolations of many generations…(and) everlasting joy shall be theirs.” 

 

Isaiah 65 also assures that our former sufferings will no longer be remembered 

or come to mind, that the voice of weeping will no longer be heard, and that the whole 

world will rejoice in the new things God is creating. Isaiah promises, “No more shall 

an infant from there live but a few days, nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days; 

they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for as the 

days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, and My elect shall long enjoy the 

work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth children for trouble; 

for they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with 

them. It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still 

speaking, I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox…they shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, says the Lord.” 

 

But that’s not all! Because the New Testament has much to say about this 

kingdom as well! It’s in Revelation chapter 20 where John tells us that the length of 

this kingdom will be a millennium (1,000 years) during which time (Here’s the good 

news! (Satan and his demons will be bound in the bottomless pit, no longer able to 

bring sin to our minds, and we the followers of Christ will reign with Him for 1,000 

years! As the hymn says, “The tempter will be banished! We’ll lay our burden down.” 

 

But don’t think this kingdom will end after 1,000 years. The Feast of 

Tabernacles is an 8-day feast with good reason. The number “8” in Scripture often 

symbolizes a new beginning. And so it is here! Because if you turn to the next page in 

the Bible, to Revelation 21, you’ll find that this glorious earthly kingdom has suddenly 

been transformed into a Kingdom with eternal dimensions! John writes, “Now I saw a 

new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. 

Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 

heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with 



them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall 

be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former 

things have passed away. Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all 

things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

 

So let me ask you before I bring this message to a close. What is your greatest 

source of joy in life? Are you finding it in your awards, your achievements, and your 

accomplishments; your plans, your pleasures, and your pastimes; your finances, your 

fame, and your friendships? There’s nothing wrong with those things, of course, except 

that you can’t count on them when the day is done! Dreams are broken. The glitter of 

earthly awards soon fades away. Friends and family will die and leave you. So where 

will you find a joy that both pleases Christ and never lets you down? Jesus said the 

only thing that’s worth investing in is His kingdom, the pearl of great price, which a 

man would be wise if he sold everything he has in order to possess it. But how many of 

us are actually hungering for that and giving all that we have in anticipation of it! 

 

C.S. Lewis writes, “If you study history, you’ll find that the Christians who did 

most for the present world were those who thought most of the next. The Apostles who 

set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle 

Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the Slave Trade, left their mark on earth, 

because their minds were occupied with Heaven. It is since we have ceased to think of 

the other world that we’ve become so ineffective in this. We are half-hearted creatures, 

fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an 

ignorant child who goes on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what 

is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” 

 

I close with the final page from The Last Battle as Lucy, Peter, Susan, Edmund, 

and all our favorite characters from Narnia stand at the threshold of Aslan’s country. 

They are mourning the loss of Narnia, the beautiful world the Lion created and which 

they’ve had to leave behind. But wait! The longer they gaze at this new land, the more 

it resembles the one they left behind, but without any of the evil or heartache. 

 

Finally, the Unicorn sums up what everyone is feeling. He stamps his right 

forehoof on the ground and neighs, and cries out, “I have come home at last! This is 

my real country, the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till 

now.” Every foretaste of joy I had before was but a stab, a pang, and an inconsolable 

longing for this place! How could anyone be satisfied with less?” But Aslan notices 

that not everyone is as happy as he means them to be and asks them why. Lucy says, 

“We’re so afraid of being sent away, Aslan, for you have sent us back into our own 

world so often before.” “No fear of that,” the Lion assures her. “Your father, your 

mother and all of you are here to stay. The school term is over. The holidays have 

begun. The dream is ended. The morning has come.” 


