
The Judge of All the Earth 

Justice stinks! That was the conclusion of the newspaper article. It said a foul stench had pervaded 
the courtroom of Judge John Hrko since exterminators visited a week before. The judge complained, 
“Exterminators were hired to take care of a bat problem, and they sprayed in there. But after they 
left, the odor started.” The cause? Dead animals! But no one had been able to find them. And Judge 
Hrko vows, “I’m not going to use that courtroom again until the smell is gone!” So, as for now, justice 
stinks in Wyoming County, West Virginia. 

But, then, you don’t have to live in West Virginia to come to that conclusion. Listen to the news and 
you wonder, “Is there any justice in the world today?” Corrupt politics. Wall Street scams. Welfare 
cheats. Child molesters released after a few short years in prison. Mass killings like the one in 
Colorado last week. It’s enough to make us cry out with the Psalmist, “How long, O LORD, will the 
wicked triumph?” And how long will the innocent continue to suffer?  (Psa. 94:3) Then the answer 
comes: Not long, friend! For as bad as things appear, one day soon perfect justice is coming to this 
planet, because one day soon Christ will return, and when He does, He will judge the world in 
righteousness. 

So far in our study of God, we’ve learned about His holiness, His goodness, His faithfulness, and His 
knowledge. But in the next few posts I’ll tackle a topic that is often overlooked today, and that’s the 
justice of God. Together we’ll find that because He is good and holy, God not only has the right to 
judge the world, He also has the obligation to do so. Let me take a question and answer in explaining 
why. 

Why Must God Judge the World? 

Abraham gives the answer in Genesis 18:25. Having been told that God is about to destroy the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sin, Abraham is concerned about his nephew Lot who lives 
in Sodom. So he stands before the Lord and asks Him, first, if He will spare the cities if 50 righteous 
people are found in them. But he doesn’t stop there. He bargains with God until He agrees to spare 
the cities if just 10 righteous people are found in them. The reason God agrees is because of the basis 
for Abraham's argument. He says to God, “Far be it from You to do such a thing—to kill the righteous 
with the wicked!” And he immediately adds: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

That’s the answer to our question. God must judge the world because the Judge of all the earth must 
do right. J.I. Packer explains: “Would a God who did not care about the difference between right and 
wrong be a good and admirable Being? Would a God who put no distinction between the beasts of 
history and His own saints be morally praiseworthy and perfect? Moral indifference would be an 
imperfection in God, not a perfection. The final proof that God is a perfect moral Being is the fact 
that He has committed Himself to judge the world.” 

Sodom is an excellent illustration of God’s justice. For though He did not find 10 righteous people in 
that city, He did not destroy the righteous with the wicked. He sent two angels to rescue Lot’s family 
before He destroyed Sodom. Another example of His perfect justice is Noah's Flood. What reason did 
God give for destroying the world at that time? Genesis 6:5 says, “Then the LORD saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” Imagine a world where every father molested his children, every argument ended in 
violence, and every person's thoughts were were immoral! So how did God spare future generations 



from being born into that hopeless, moral cesspool? God in mercy destroyed the world at that time 
and started all over again with righteous Noah and his family. 

A surgeon shared his faith with one of his patients. But she considered herself a good person who 
didn’t need a Savior. So the doctor warned her, “There's a heaven to gain and a hell to shun, and if 
you don’t trust Christ as your Savior, you won’t be happy with the outcome!” But she couldn’t accept 
what he was saying. “God loves me too much to condemn me. Besides, how could a loving God send 
anyone to hell?” Later, the woman was found to have cancer, so an operation was scheduled. 
Beforehand the doctor met her outside the OR and said to her, “I’ve decided not to operate on you. I 
love you too much to cut into you!” “Doctor,” she pleaded, “if you love me, you’ll do whatever it takes 
to save me. How could you think of leaving this horrible thing inside me?” To which he replied, 
“That’s how God sees sin—as a moral cancer destroying His creation. And just as a surgeon can’t love 
the sick without hating disease, neither can God save the world without judging sin. His justice and 
mercy go hand in hand.” 

Make no mistake, friend! Judgement Day is coming. Just as God judged sin in the past, He will judge 
it again, and not just in the lives of unbelievers. Speaking to Christians, Paul says, “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things 
done while in the body, whether good or bad." (2 Cor. 5:10) Sometimes we get the idea that once we 
accept Christ, we are safe to do as we please, and God can’t touch us because there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. And that’s true! If you've sincerely surrendered your 
life to Christ, you won’t be condemned. But you will suffer the discipline of God in this life, and in the 
life to come a judgment of honor or shame depending on how you've lived for Him. For if God is God, 
sin must be dealt with. The Judge of all the earth must do right. 

What Gives God the Right to Judge the World? 

Judges have been in the news recently. The most controversial ruling is the 5 to 4 decision by the 
U.S. Supreme Court that our nation's healthcare plan is legally valid. According to a New York 
Times/CBS poll, more than half of Americans believe the decision was based on the personal or 
political views of the justices rather than the constitution. The result is that only 41% of Americans 
trust the Court to do their job without partiality. This decay of trust can’t help but further weaken our 
nation's stability, for if anything is fundamental to a society, it is the assurance that its judges will do 
what is just. For that reason, expect even greater debate and scrutiny when the next justice is 
nominated to the Court. Americans will want to be convinced that he or she is fully qualified for the 
task. 

But, then, we want to know the same thing about God, don’t we? Before we put our lives in His hands 
and let Him determine our destiny, we want to be sure He’s qualified to do so and that He’ll always 
be fair. So let’s ask the question: What gives God the right to judge us? And how can we be certain 
that His rulings will always be fair? In reading my Bible, I find four answers to that question: 

He is our Creator. To qualify as judge, the first thing a person needs is authority. Supreme Court 
Justices derive their authority from our Constitution, which they promise to uphold. But God’s 
authority is based, not on a human piece of paper, but on much more authoritative grounds—His 
position as our Maker. As our Maker, He owns us, and as our Owner, He has the right to judge us 
according to His standards. Psalm 24:1 reminds us, “The earth is the LORD’s, and all it contains, the 
world, and all who dwell in it.” Everything in this world belongs to God—the ground on which we 
walk, the food that we eat, the air that we breathe. Even our bodies belong to Him because He made 



them and gives us life. For that reason, we are accountable to Him for all things. As Psalm 100:2 
points out, “Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who made us, and not we ourselves. We 
are His people and the sheep of His pasture.” 

He is impartial. Because God is perfect and complete and not dependent on anyone else for His 
life and happiness, there is nothing with which we can ever hope to bribe Him. Nor do we have to 
worry that He will favor someone over us because of their power, position, popularity or intelligence. 
For who can give to God anything He didn’t first give to us? All that we have and ever hope to be is a 
gift from Him. He is therefore not a respecter of persons. Nor is He ever guilty of favoritism. This is 
the reason for Paul’s command in Colossians 3:24-25, "Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as 
for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For he who does wrong will receive the 
consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.” 

He is all-knowing. Justices Roberts, Scalia, Breyer, and Kennedy are brilliant human beings. But 
they can be wrong because they can only see the short-term impact of their decisions. They can also 
be fooled because they can only  judge what they see on the surface. Whereas Hebrews 4:13 says 
there is nothing hidden from God’s sight, but “all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account.” Furthermore, the Lord understands the consequences of all His 
rulings for generations to come. Acts 15:18 declares, "Known unto God are all His works from the 
beginning of the world." 

He is never cruel. Severe? Yes! Cruel? Never! Take babies, for example. Some time ago, a mother 
came to me nervous and asking me to baptize her newborn son. When I asked her why, she said, 
“Because if anything happens to him, I want to make sure he goes to heaven!” So I showed her from 
the Bible that she didn’t need to worry about that. After all, if we human beings are righteous enough 
not to punish children for their crimes, how can we think that the Judge of all the earth would be less 
merciful? God holds us accountable for what we know (“To whom much is given, much will be 
required.” Luke 12:48), but for the one who knows nothing about sin, there is no accountability. 
They’re exempt from judgment. That's why, speaking of little children, Jesus said, “Of such is the 
kingdom of God,” indicating that what babies receive from God is not judgment but love, because 
they’re too small to be accountable for their actions. So even though we urge parents to dedicate their 
children to God, we wait until they can understand their need of salvation to baptize them as 
believers. 

Nor is it babies only who are shown God’s mercy. It’s all of us! Remember Jonah? Jonah fled to 
Tarshish because he didn't want to preach to the Ninevites. So God put pressure on him. “Preach to 
the Ninevites or drown in the sea.” So Jonah gave in and preached to the Ninevites. But he wasn’t 
happy about it because the entire city immediately repented and was spared God’s judgment. That 
made Jonah mad because he didn't like the Ninevites. Chapter 4 says, “But Jonah was greatly 
displeased and became angry. He prayed to the LORD, “O, LORD, is this not what I said when I was 
still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.” 

God's anger isn't like ours. When we get angry, it’s often quick and explosive with little warning or 
self-control. We say, “Enough is enough,” and BOOM! We blow up at those around us with little 
thought about the fallout. The news is filled with sad stories like the article about the father who 
became frustrated while toilet training his little boy. What did he do? He upended him in a moment 
of anger and deposited him headfirst in the toilet saying, “That’ll teach you to mess your pants!” 



That's human anger—quick and violent. Whereas God's anger is patient and preceded by countless 
offers of divine grace to help us change. 

For example, when God decided to destroy the world with water, how much time did He give the 
people to repent? 120 years. For 120 years, Noah not only built the ark, the Bible says he was also a 
preacher of righteousness, warning everyone in his generation to repent. And once more God has 
warned us that He will judge the world, not with water this time, but with fire. And how much 
warning has He given us so far? 2,000 years! Peter writes, “The Lord is not slow in keeping His 
promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance.” 

For these reasons—because of His wisdom, patience, impartiality, and authority as our Creator—only 
God has the right and ability to judge us. But that raises a third question that is important to answer:  

What Should We Learn from God’s Justice? 

One of the most life-changing verses in Scripture is Micah 6:8. It is also the best summary of how 
you and I should live in light of God’s justice. Micah asks, “With what shall I come before the LORD 
and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, calves a year 
old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer 
my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” No, verse 8 answers: 
“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” Let’s consider this new lifestyle one item at a time. 

We will do justly. Because God is impartial and just in all that He does, we won’t show prejudice 
or favoritism toward anyone. It won’t matter how a person dresses, how long he's gone to our church, 
how much money she puts in the offering plate, or what the color of his skin is. We will treat 
everyone with the same degree of courtesy and respect, "guarding each man's dignity and saving each 
man's pride." For the Bible says that every person who walks through the door of our church is a 
person made in the image of God. Therefore, that is how we’ll treat them—with the love and respect 
due someone of eternal value. 

James chapter 2 warns us, “My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
with an attitude of personal favoritism, for it a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and 
dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, and you pay special 
attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ and you 
say to the poor man, ‘You stand over there or sit down by my footstool,’ have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil motives?” We do that, don’t we? We 
make distinctions among ourselves and give special honor to those who look good and speak well, 
thinking they can benefit us in some way. But that isn’t justice! The truly just person doesn’t make 
distinctions like that, because he realizes the ground is all level at the foot of the cross and that, in the 
light of God’s glory, no one is any better than anyone else. 

A hotel owner in Baltimore learned this lesson to his embarrassment. A farmer appeared at his desk 
wanting a room for the night. But he looked so dirty that the owner was afraid he'd bring dishonor to 
his establishment. So he sent him on his way. Only later in the evening did he learn who he was—
Thomas Jefferson! Quickly the innkeeper sent the great patriot a note apologizing for his behavior 
and begging him to return and be his guest for the night. Jefferson sent him this message in reply: 
“Tell him I've already engaged a room and I value his good intentions highly. But if he has no place 



for a dirty American farmer, he has no room for the Vice President of the United States.” Jesus the 
Judge of all the earth said something similar. He said if we can’t treat the least impressive person 
among us with respect, we have no room for Him. For “inasmuch as you have done it unto the least 
of one of these My brethren, you have done it unto Me.” 

We will love mercy. Some time ago, I attended a pastors luncheon where the topic of wedding 
policies came up. The question was asked: Should a young lady who is no longer a virgin be allowed 
to wear white at her wedding? After all, a few of them argued, “White is supposed to be a symbol of 
purity, and with all the immorality going on these days, shouldn’t we pastors have the courage to 
take a stand?” To my amazement and anger, no one disagreed…until I spoke up and said, “Yes, and 
whose daughter is going to go first? I'm glad to talk about preserving our Christian traditions, but at 
whose expense?” 

As we debated this issue, a Bible verse kept coming to my mind. Matthew 1:19, a Christmas passage. 
Remember what it says? “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. After his mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then 
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded 
to put her away privately.” Joseph thought the reason Mary was pregnant was because she’d sinned. 
As it turned out, he was wrong. But that’s what he thought, and as a result, what did he do? Because 
he was a just man, he tried to keep her sin from becoming known to others. And if we're just men 
and women, that'll be our same motivation! We won’t bring up in public sins that have been 
committed in private, no matter how hurtful they've been. Nor will we be quick to criticize or 
condemn. For contained within the heart of every just man and woman is a love of mercy. Realizing 
how merciful God has been to us, our natural impulse will be to cover each other’s sins with the 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ. 

We will walk humbly with our God. I witnessed an example of this several years ago while 
attending the advance meeting for a Billy Graham Crusade. I was sitting in the audience with 200 
pastors and church leaders as the special guests were being introduced, when I suddenly learned that 
I was sitting next to one of them. Only rather than sitting up front with the other celebrities, this man 
chose to sit in the audience with the rest of us. So that’s where he was introduced. They made him 
stand up right next to me and said, “This is Mr. Weyerhauser.” I’m sure you’ve heard of him. But 
when I shook hands with him a moment before, he didn’t mention his name. Nor did he seem 
impressed with himself. In fact, when I compared his attitude to some of the pastors around me, who 
were so eager to be recognized, I thought to myself, “Now that’s what it means to be humble! That’s 
what it means to walk humbly with your God!” 

Once we realize how great God’s justice is and how far short we fall of His standards, there’s no room 
for arrogance and pride. Instead, we’ll be humble before our God, merciful toward those who sin, and 
quick to treat one another with dignity and honor. Or as Micah puts it, “He has shown you, O man, 
what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” Let me close this study of God’s justice by sharing a story from Chuck 
Swindoll’s book, Grace Awakening. He writes— 

“I will never forget what happened to me several years ago that illustrated how wrong we can be 
in judging others. I was speaking at a Bible conference for a week. Attending the same conference 
was a couple I had not seen before. Both were friendly and seemed glad to be there, but I began to 
notice as the week wore on that the man fell asleep in every one of our meetings. Normally, that 
doesn’t bother me. But this time, for some strange reason, it began to bug me. By the last meeting 



on Friday night, I was convinced that it was she who wanted to be there, not her husband. I sized 
him up as a fellow who talked one way but lived another, ‘probably a carnal Christian,’ I mused." 

"She stayed after the crowd and her husband left. She asked if she could speak with me for a few 
minutes. I figured she wanted to talk about how unhappy she was living with a man who didn’t 
have the same spiritual interest as she. How wrong I was! She said their being there was his idea. 
It had been his ‘final wish.’ I didn’t understand. She informed me that he had terminal cancer and 
had only weeks to live. At his request they attended the conference where I was speaking even 
though the medication he was taking for pain made him sleepy, something that greatly 
embarrassed him. ‘He loves the Lord,’ she said, ‘and you are his favorite Bible teacher. He wanted 
to be here to meet you and hear you, no matter what.’ I was sincerely stunned. She thanked me for 
the week and left. I stood there, all alone, as deeply rebuked as I have ever been. I had judged my 
brother, and I was as wrong as I could have possibly been.” 

There is a Judgment Day coming when each of us will give an account for all we have done in our 
bodies. But aren’t you glad that the One who will judge us is the Judge of all the earth? He is 
impartial, He is omniscient, and He is never cruel. So how should we live in preparation for that day? 
Not proudly or judgmentally, but humbly, justly, and with mercy, thanking Him that He has chosen 
to deal with us, not according to our sins, but according to His grace. 


