
August 20, 2011 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thanks so much for praying for us this week following Cheryl’s surgery. We’re both exhausted, but we 
have much for which to give thanks. The first is all the support we’ve received. Our daughter Heidi, who 
lives in Portland, took time off work for several days to help us. I couldn’t have gotten along without her. 
That was supplemented by help from a few close friends and meals delivered by many of you. God bless 
you for all your kindness and support! This coming Friday our daughter Rebecca arrives from Virginia to 
give us even more help. Now on to the medical news— 
 
Yesterday (Friday), the nursing staff from Dr. Tamimi’s office called with the final biopsy reports from 
surgery. Cheryl’s cervix, uterus, and one lymph node were found to be malignant. No surprise about that! 
The good news is that the remaining lymph nodes and bladder show no sign of cancer at this point. That 
is a big relief. We hope to have that confirmed this Wednesday at the time of her PET Scan in Seattle. 
 
The other praiseworthy item is that we received an email yesterday from Regence saying that the 
catastrophic insurance plan for which we applied on June 14 has been approved. Since Cheryl’s first 
doctor’s appointment was July 18 and her cancer wasn’t diagnosed until August 9, the medical bills we’ve 
been paying out of savings and with the help of several generous friends should be covered retroactively 
back to the time of our application. Pray that we won’t have to undergo a long battle with the insurance 
company to get her past and future treatments approved. Our policy involves a $2500 deductible per 
person with Regence covering 70% of medical bills (no prescription coverage). 
 
Finally, please pray for Cheryl’s incision to heal and her port to finish draining, so we can proceed with 
her PET Scan on Wednesday and her radiology appointment on Friday. If her port isn’t removed, we’ll 
have to reschedule these appointments and her treatments will be delayed. The plan now is for her to 
begin radiation treatments 5 days a week for 6 weeks at Radiantcare in Lacey starting on August 29 with 
chemotherapy taking place once a week on Mondays. 
 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all your prayers and support. It’s humbling to be dependent 
on others, but that’s good for our character, strengthening for the body of Christ, and glorifying to God. 
Thank you for letting Him use you as His tools to bless us! 
 
Love and thanks in Christ, 
 
Gary and Cheryl 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
August 15, 2011 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Thanks so much for praying today! Heidi and I just got home, so it was a long day but a good day. 
 
Cheryl came through this initial surgery well. The oncologist said it was the type of cancer he suspected - 
adenocarcinoma - and he accomplished what he hoped. The cervix, uterus, and one abdominal lymph 
node were malignant with other lymph nodes looking suspicious. So he removed the lymph nodes to keep 
it from spreading. He believes the disease is confined to those areas, but he took biopsies from many 
other places to make sure. We will get the final biopsy report Friday morning with a PET Scan to search 
the rest of her body for cancer cells on Wednesday, August 24. But the doctor sounded very hopeful at 
this point. 
 



Following surgery, Cheryl was in a great deal of pain from the incision in her abdomen. However, by the 
time Heidi and I left her hospital room, she was resting more comfortably. Please pray that they can 
successfully manage her pain. She will remain in the hospital until at least Tuesday evening, depending 
on how she feels. Her doctor doesn't want to rush things and will keep her in the hospital until Wednesday 
or Thursday if it's necessary This was a surprise to us, in that we were initially told that she would come 
home tonight. 
 
Cheryl asked me to thank you, thank you, thank you for supporting her in prayer and so many other ways. 
She was absolutely giddy with relief following surgery and singing God's praises to everyone who entered 
her room. I too thank you for your kindness to us and ask you to continue praying. Her treatment plan 
remains the same - 6 weeks of chemotherapy on Mondays, combined with 6 weeks of radiation Mondays 
through Fridays, followed by 6 weeks of rest, more testing, and then an additional surgery to remove her 
cervix and uterus. It will be a long, hard battle, but by God's grace she is determined to do everything she 
needs to do to win it. Please invite others to join in praying for her too! I will update you as soon as we 
learn more. 
 
For those who want to call, please wait until at least tomorrow afternoon. Heidi and I will with her to 
answer the phone and tell you if she's able to talk. She's at UW Medical Center 6th floor Southeast - 206-
598-3300. 
 
Our love and thanks to each one of you dear friends! God bless you! 
 
Gary for Cheryl and the rest of our family 
 
http://www.seattlecca.org/doctor/hisham-k-tamimi.cfm 
 
http://depts.washington.edu/obgyn/Faculty/Biopages/Tamimi.html 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 
August 11, 2011 Update  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Thanks again for praying for my precious wife. We got some bad news today. After consulting with 
another specialist, Cheryl's surgeon has changed the rating of Cheryl's cervical cancer from 1b to 3b. He 
says it has spread to the lymph nodes. So Monday morning he will not only biopsy the organs in that part 
of her body but also remove the lymph nodes. The PET Study has ended, so we weren't able to get in on 
that. But we have decided to pay for a PET Scan at the end of next week. Hopefully she can begin 
radiation and chemo the week after next. We've contacted the insurance commissioner about Regence's 
delay of our medical insurance application since June. If you would pray about that too, we would be very 
grateful. 
  
Love to you all!  
 
Gary for Cheryl too  
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------  
 
 
August 9, 2011 Post  

http://www.seattlecca.org/doctor/hisham-k-tamimi.cfm
http://depts.washington.edu/obgyn/Faculty/Biopages/Tamimi.html


 
Dear Friends,  
 
Thanks for praying for Cheryl's doctor appointment in Seattle today. It was a long day (6:00 am to 7:00 
pm) and a hard day, but we trust in God’s power and goodness. She had an MRI at 9 am followed by an 
exam this afternoon by Dr. Hisham Tamimi, a world-renowned gynecological oncologist. He's on staff at 
UW Medical School and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.  
 
The hard part was that he diagnosed her with stage 1b2 cervical cancer which has invaded the wall of the 
uterus. He said it's a fast-growing cancer that developed in the last 6-12 months. So he'll do a biopsy on 
Monday morning at 5:30 am at UW Medical Center to confirm his diagnosis and the type of cancer it is. 
For those interested in the tentative treatment plans, I’ll outline them below.  
 
Thanks for praying for her healing. Pray too for our medical insurance to be approved this week. We 
submitted our application June 14 before she was diagnosed, so we're hoping she won't be rejected due 
to a pre-existing illness. There's also a possibility she'll be accepted into a PET study which would provide 
the PET Scan free of charge. The normal cost is $7,000. The MRI today was $4,100, and the cost of the 
radiation will be about $40,000. But God will provide as He always has in the past. Of course, the best 
thing would be for "the prayer of faith to restore the one who is sick." (James 5:15)  
 
Our love and thanks in Christ!  
 
Gary and Cheryl  
 
"Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ!" (2 Cor. 2:14)  
 
Tentative Treatment Plan  
August 15 at 5:30 am - biopsy of cervix, uterus, and bladder at UW Medical Center  
August 18? - PET Scan to make sure the cancer hasn't metastasized  
August 19 - Tumor Board review  
August 22? - six weeks of radiation and chemo (chemo Mondays, radiation Mondays thru Fridays)  
October 3 - six weeks of rest from treatment during which another MRI will be taken  
November 14? - hysterectomy (done following radiation so the uterus shields other organs from damage 


